
-

CoNsErL CoNsuLrarF NORTH WESTERN CoNsEJo CoNsurlvo
RECToNAL pouR 

WATERS REoloNAr PARA

tES EAUX OCCTDENTATES REctoNALADVtsoRy tAS AcUAs
Septtrutnloruates couNcil. Nonocctottrtt ltts

March L", 20L0

Mr. Fotiadis
Directorate Generalfor Marit ime Affairs and Fisheries (DG MARE)
Director General
B- 1049 Brussels

Re: Participation of NWW RAC in the implementation of the "marine environmental strategy"
framework directive

Dear Sirs,

A French professional f ishery organisation, the CNPMEM (Comit6 National des Pdches Marit imes et
des Elevages Marins), approached me in my posit ion of chairman of the NWW RAC, with a request that I
have been very mindfulof.

Theaim of 2oo8/56/CEDirectiveofJune lTth,2OOs,establishingaframeworkforcommunityaction
in the field of marine environmental policy ("marine environmental strategy" framework directive) is
that the marine environment reaches a good environmental status by 2020 at the latest.

As such, i t  constitutes the environmental pi l lar of the European Union's integrated marine policy
and the marine counterpart of the framework directive on water.

To achieve this good environmental status, annex 1 of this directive lists some descriptors, several
of which are directly associated with professional fishing activities:

- "populations of al l  commercial ly exploited f ish and shell f ish are within safe biological l imits,
exhibit ing a population age and size distr ibution that is indicative of a healthy stock",

- "All elements of the marine food webs, to the extent that they are known, are present at levels
of normal abundance and diversity, and capable of ensuring the long-term abundance of the
species and the retention of their full reproductive capacity",

- "the level of sea-floor integrity ensures that the structure and functions of the ecosystems are
safeguarded and benthic ecosystems, in particular, are not adversely affected".
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